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On Teaspoon and Tea Whisk in Song Dynasty
Li Zhuyu

Abstract:The Song people drank tea in a way quite different from the people in the Tang Dynasty. Instead of tea boiling,
they advocated Diancha (tea whisking), in which process the teawares used included more than ten kinds of utensils such as
ewer, tea spoon, tea bowl and bamboo tea whisk. As the way of drinking tea changed, the tea whisk and the teaspoon have
also experienced a series of changes. From the original cleaning utensils, the tea whisk has been constantly changing into the
core tool in tea—making, and finally withdrew from the historical stage with the disappearance of the Diancha (tea whisking).
Teaspoons have evolved from the original measuring tools into tea whisking utensils, and have undergone continuous transfor-
mation of functions. At the same time, the spreading of the tea spoons and tea whisk of the Song Dynasty through the sea
route has made them continue to play a major role in the Japanese tea ceremony.
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